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American Literature: Stories of Immigration Syllabus

UCSan Diego

EXTENDED STUDIES
Course Title: American Literature: Stories of Immigration
Instructor Name: Christina Burress
Course Number: LIT-40022
Section ID: TBD
Quarter: Fall
Course Dates: TBD

Welcome! - I’'m honored that you said yes to American Literature: Stories of Immigration and all the voices,
past and present, that we’ll be considering as we deepen our understanding of what it means to arrive on the
shores of North America.

Communication Policy - I want to hear from you! It’s not unusual to encounter difficulties with course content
or assignments. If that happens to you, please reach out to me as soon as possible so that we can begin to solve
the problem. The earlier you communicate with me about a potential issue, the more likely we are to find a good
solution. You can email me through the Canvas, and I will do my best to respond to messages as soon as
possible and within 24 hours, unless otherwise stated. You can also leave questions in the “Office Hours or
Questions” if you think it would benefit others in the course. And it never hurts to review the syllabus and
materials in the weekly modules. You can also visit the Canvas Orientation for Students (in your Canvas
Dashboard) to see some guidelines for appropriate digital communication etiquette between students and
instructors.

Course Description — Immigration is a national topic and has inspired heated debates, policy, protests, classes
like this one, films, songs, paintings, novels, poems and much more. Whether you are witness, participant, or a
child of an immigrant, you can likely agree that immigration has shaped our country and our understanding of
our world in complex ways.

This course mostly centers on the immigration experience of those entering the United States and writing in
English. We’ll explore the ways that acclaimed authors, including Maxine Hong Kingston and Piri Thomas,
have used literature to express what it means to be an immigrant, or a child of immigrants. We will read
narratives now considered classics in the literature of immigration, as well as contemporary pieces, portraying
immigrant experiences from China, Japan, Russian Poland, Africa, and Latin America, to name just a few.
Through these texts we will investigate the ways that immigrant identity influences both the lives of those who
made the journey and the lives of their descendants.

Course Purpose - The course is intended for students who wish to develop skills and strategies related to
reading and analyzing literature of Immigration. Credit for this course may be applied toward the program’s
Writing Certificate.
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Course Goal and Objectives - The goal of this course is to identify cultural, literary, and creative aspects in the
literature of immigration.
Course Materials and Textbooks - There are no required textbooks for this course.
e Links for any required online resources are provided by instructor.
e The New Yorker magazine. There is a 12-week student subscription rate I recommend. Some of our
readings will come from here and you may hit a paywall if you access too many times.

Course Prerequisites: None.

Student Learning Outcomes - By the end of this course, you will:
e Gain an understanding of how cultural aspects, including language, heritage, politics, etc. inform the
literature of immigration.
e Gain an understanding of how literary devices enhance a reader’s experience of the literature of
mmmigration.
e Write creative works that engage with and respond to the literature of immigration.
e Participate in online peer discussions where we can share our personal stories and observations.

Course Overview - This is a 6-week asynchronous course with 6 modules.
Module 1: Introduction & Vocabulary
Module 2: Journeys & Language
Module 3: Dystopia & The Other
Module 4: Family, School, Work & Church
Module 5: Love
Module 6: American Dream
Your Weekly Schedule - Learning activities and assignments for each week are listed in the weekly modules
so you’ll know exactly what you need to do to be successful in this class. In a typical week, you will:
e Loginto Canvas.
¢ Read the announcement for the week.
Check out the week’s module.
Watch/listen to any media, including the weekly lecture(s).
Read assigned texts and take notes.
Participate in online discussion board and respond to peers.
Complete and post writing assignment. Respond to peers’ work when assigned.

Using Canvas

Once logged on you can select Help on the bar menu. UCSD Extension also offers a Getting Started with
Online Learning series. Chrome usually works best as your browser when using Canvas; however, if errors
occur or something is not working, try using a different browser. You can also contact the tech department
through the “Help” button in the Canvas menu.
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https://subscribe.newyorker.com/subscribe/splits/newyorker/NYR_MAGSUBHOME_STUD_EDU_LINK?source=HCL_NYR_MAGSUBHOME_STUEDU_LINK_0
https://extensionhelpcenter.ucsd.edu/hc/en-us/categories/360003386532-Canvas
https://ucsdextension.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360037652871-Getting-Started-with-Online-Learning-at-UC-San-Diego-Extension-Canvas-
https://ucsdextension.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360037652871-Getting-Started-with-Online-Learning-at-UC-San-Diego-Extension-Canvas-
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Week Topic Reading Assignments Points
1 Introduction ¢ Nina Pasquini, "Fictions about the Forces ¢ Discussion Board 5
Driving Migration” Introduction
Landscape of the | e David Bowles (2020) “American Dirt is Proof | e Discussion Board— | 5
Literature of the Publishing Industry is Broken” Share a quote
Immigration in ¢ Maxine Hong Kingston (1976), The Woman e Writing Assignment | 5
the U.S. Warrior (excerpt) — The Literature of
¢ Hua Hsu (2020) Maxine Hong Kingston's Immigration within
Genre-Defying Life and Work the US-
e Hua Hsu (2022) Stay True (excerpt)
2 Journeys & ¢ Karen Cresci (2013), Interview with Junot ¢ Discussion Board— | 5
Language Diaz Journey, Language or
e Junot Diaz (2010), “The Puro Principle” Scene
e Piri Thomas (1967), Down These Mean
Streets (excerpt) e Writing Assignment | 5
e Amy Tan (1990) “Mother Tongue” —Journey &
e Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (2007) Real Language
Food.
e Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (2009) TEDTalk
“The Danger of a Single Story”
3 Diaspora & The ¢ Ameena Meer (1989), Interview with ¢ Discussion Board— | 5
Other Bharati Mukherjee Share a Memory or
* Anzia Yezierska (1975), Bread Givers Experience
(excerpt) e Writing Assignment | 5
¢ Jhumpa Lahiri (2003), The Namesake — Exploring Ideas of
(excerpt) Diaspora
¢ Sillesen, Ip, and Uberti (2015) “Journalism
and the Power of Emotion”
¢ Angelique Kidjo on Diaspora Songs at
Carnegie Hall (2019) video clip
¢ Angelique Kidjo (2022), Tiny Desk Concert
video clip
4 Institutions: ¢ Alison Beard (2016), “Life’s Work: An ¢ Discussion Board - 5
Family, School, Interview with Isabel Allende” Institutions
Work & Church e Edward W. Said (1999), Out of Place e Writing Assignment | 5
(excerpt) — Institutions: Family,
e Amy Tan (2009), “Saying Thanks to my School, Work, &
Ghosts” Religion
¢ Valeria Luiselli 2017), “On the Choices
People Make”
e Luis Alberto Urrea (2012), “The Mr. Smith
Syndrome”
* “New Boy” (2009) short film
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https://www.harvardmagazine.com/2024/03/immigrant-experience-novel-fiction
https://www.harvardmagazine.com/2024/03/immigrant-experience-novel-fiction
https://extcanvas.ucsd.edu/courses/24975/files/15006769?wrap=1
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/03/22/the-pura-principle
http://learn.district196.org/file.php?file=/934/Alien_Turf.pdf
http://learn.district196.org/file.php?file=/934/Alien_Turf.pdf
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/09/03/real-food
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/09/03/real-food
http://faculty.history.umd.edu/BCooperman/NewCity/BreadGivers.html
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5 Love ¢ Willa Cather (1918), My Antonia (excerpt) ¢ Discussion Board - 5
¢ Ole Edvart Rolvaag (2004), Giants in the Love
Earth (excerpt) ® Writing Assignment | 5
e Julia Otsuka (2012), The Buddha in the Attic | — Writing About Love
(excerpt)
¢ Jeffrey Gettleman and Suhasini Raj (2020),
NY Times. “How Kamala Harris’s Family in
India Helped Shape Her Values”
¢ Meher Ahmad (2020) “In My Sar, Kissing the
Soccer Coach”
¢ “Immigration is Love” short video

6 American Dreams | ¢ Edwidge Danticat (1994), Breath, Eyes, ¢ Discussion Board - | 5
Memory (excerpt) American Dream in
¢ Reyna Grande (2018), “The Trauma of Popular Culture
Immigrating Didn’t Stop When | Crossed the e Writing Assignment | 5
Border” American Dream &
¢ Frank McCourt (1996), Angela’s Ashes Weaving in Previous
(excerpt) Topics
¢ Bharati Mukherjee (1989), Jasmine ¢ Reflection 5
(excerpt)
¢ Esmeralda Santiago (1991). "A Puerto Rican
Stew"
¢ 9Imbolo Mbue (2016) Dreamers (excerpt).

Total Points | 70
Assignments
Requirements

To satisfy course requirements, class participants must participate in online discussions, complete all course
assignments on time (on or before the due date), and use formal writing/presentation for all written assignments.
Grades are impacted for less-than-optimal grammar, spelling, and presentation. Make sure all references are

correctly cited.

Late Policy

Homework assignments are due on the dates posted on the course schedule and are considered late if posted or
sent after the due date/time. If an assignment is submitted more than 72 hours (3 days) after the due date/time,
the assignment will receive a score of 0 and no feedback. I am more than willing to work with you on an

individual level if extreme difficulties are encountered and deadline extensions are needed.

Grading Policies

Letter grades are based on the UC San Diego Extended Studies Grading Scale. Your final course grade is based
on the percentage of points you have earned.
Passing Grades
A+ 100% D
A 93-99% F

Non-Passing Grades
60-69%
59% and below
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https://www.nytimes.com/by/jeffrey-gettleman
https://www.nytimes.com/by/suhasini-raj
https://extension.ucsd.edu/student-resources/Academic-Information
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A- 90-92%
B+ 87-89%
B 83-86%
B- 80-82%
C+ 77-79%
C 73-76%
C- 70-72%

All UC San Diego Extension students must follow the UC San Diego Extension Academic Integrity Policy,
which oversees all instances of academic misconduct, including but not limited to: plagiarizing, cheating on
exams, allowing someone access to your online course, and improper or missing citations in coursework. For
this class to count towards a certificate program, you must select either Letter Grade or Pass/No Pass as your
grading option. If you select Not for Credit (NFC) as your grading option, your completion of the class will not
count towards the certificate. If you’d like you change your grading option for this course, you may do so
through your MyExtension portal before the final class meeting (or, for online courses, by 11:59 p.m. on the day
before the published end date the course) or before final grades are posted, whichever comes first.

Grade Breakdown
e Discussion Board Participation & Peer Response = 25%
e Writing Assignments = 75%

Writing Assignments
Uploading Options:
1. Write your assignment directly into the discussion board thread. Please save a copy in case there are any
technical difficulties.
2. Cut and paste your assignment from a Word doc into the discussion board. Please ensure correct
formatting is there (paragraph breaks, punctuation (including “bold” and “italics” options).
3. Ifyou upload your assignment, please use only Microsoft Word documents or PDFs. Do not upload
“Pages” documents as they do not align well with CANVAS.

Quality of Content
e Demonstrates a high-level understanding of issues, including complexities.

e Is well focused and sequenced. Has a clear sense of purpose. Thoughts are clearly developed and
easily understandable.

e Critically evaluates the topic beyond what is stated in readings, research, and discussions. Makes
connections.
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https://extension.ucsd.edu/getattachment/student-resources/student-rights-and-responsibilities/ACADEMIC_INTEGRITY_POLICY.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
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e [Expresses views clearly. Provides specific examples, details, illustrations, anecdotes, etc. to
support positions taken.

e Does more than repeat what the text says or what was said in class. Draws out additional
important implications.

e Shows originality of thought.
e Uses proper citations for resources.

e Has no punctuation, grammar, spelling errors. Style, formatting, and appearance add to quality of
final product.

Peer Feedback

e Part of your discussion board grade is focused on feedback to your classmates’ papers. Please
post thoughtful feedback to their works. See “Discussion Board” below for more info.

Discussion Board
Discussion Board questions are assigned weekly on specific topics and include feedback for your classmates’
written works. For full credit, a regular presence in Canvas discussion board posts is expected, including a
substantial contribution about the select topics and thoughtful feedback to your peers. This could include:

* Respond thoughtfully to a topic or another person’s post.

* Provide links and resources related to the topic, if appropriate.

* Pose a thought-provoking question related to the topic.

* Provide pros and cons.

* Thoughtfully rebut another person’s comments.

* Post in a timely manner.

* Take a leadership role for weekly postings; start the discussion and encourage others.

When grading, the quality and quantity of your posts are considered. Strive to post regularly. Your contributions
should add to the knowledge base of other students, link to additional resources, and/or provide substantive
thought and feedback. If you are less knowledgeable about a topic, share some questions or search the Internet
and share what you find with the class.

UC San Diego Extension Policies and Resources

MyExtension - Your MyExtension account is your student records portal. Log into MyExtension to enroll in a
course, drop a course, request verification of enrollment, request official transcripts and more.

Academic Policies and Procedures - Please refer to the UC San Diego Extension Website (Student Resources
tab) for specific details about academic policies and procedures. Navigate to the Grades section for grade
information.

Conduct Code - All UC San Diego Extension students are part of the UC San Diego community and are
expected to follow University and UC-wide policies, including the Student Conduct Code and the UC San
Diego Principles of Community. Reports of alleged violations involving sex offenses, including sexual assault
and sexual misconduct, will be handled under the policies and procedures set forth in the University of
California’s Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment Policy.

Emergencies on Campus - In the event of an emergency, information will be posted on the UC San Diego
Extension Website. Extension students must access the website to find out the status of the emergency situation.
Email and or phone lines may not be accessible. Information will be updated online as the situation progresses
and an ALL CLEAR will be posted on the website once the situation is resolved.
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https://myextension.ucsd.edu/
http://extension.ucsd.edu/
https://extension.ucsd.edu/student-resources/
https://extension.ucsd.edu/student-resources/Academic-Information#grades
https://students.ucsd.edu/sponsor/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures.html
http://ucsd.edu/about/principles.html
http://ucsd.edu/about/principles.html
http://policy.ucop.edu/doc/4000385/SVSH
http://policy.ucop.edu/doc/4000385/SVSH
http://extension.ucsd.edu/
http://extension.ucsd.edu/
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Services for Students with Disabilities - UC San Diego Extension is committed to providing equal access and
an exceptional learning environment for all students. If you have any problems accessing course material, or

if you anticipate or experience physical or academic barriers based on disability, we encourage you to contact
our Services for Students with Disabilities Office to apply for reasonable accommodations. You can reach this
office by email at unex-ssd@ucsd.edu or by calling (858) 822-1366.

Course and Instructor Evaluations - Course and instructor evaluations will be emailed to you toward the end
of class. All evaluations are anonymous. The results are provided to the department and the instructor two
weeks after the class has ended. Completing the evaluation is not required, but we hope you will take the time to
fill it out. Your feedback is appreciated, and we use the input from evaluations to improve our courses and
teaching strategies.
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